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Comparing efficacy and safety of amisulpride and risperidone in the
treatment of elderly schizophrenia

Zhao Yan
( Taian Veterans” Mental Hospital of Shandong Province Taian 271000 China)

[Abstract] Objective To compare the efficacy and safety of amisulpride and risperidone in the treatment of elderly
schizophrenia and to provide reference for clinicians. Methods A total of 63 elderly patients with schizophrenia who met the diagnostic
criteria of International Classification of Diseases tenth edition ( ICD —10) were recruited in Taian VeteransMental Hospital of Shandong
Province and they were divided into two groups through the random number table method. Amisulpride group ( n =31) were treated
with amisulpride and risperidone group ( n =32) for risperidone respectively. Amisulpride were given start dose 50 ~100 mg/d 7 ~10
days gradually increased to 100 ~600 mg/d while starting dose of risperidone were 0.5 ~1 mg/d 7 ~ 10 days gradually increased to
1 ~4 mg/d. There were 28 cases completed the research in each group. The blood pressure pulse body weight blood routine ECG
were tested at the baseline and the 1% 2" 4" 6" week after treatment and the liver function kidney function and fasting blood
glucose were measured at the baseline and the 6" week after treatment. Positive and Negative Symptom Scale ( PANSS) was used to
evaluate the clinical efficacy and Simpson Extrapyramidal Scale ( SEPS) was used to evaluate extrapyramidal side effects. Results The
dropout rate of amisulpride group was 9.7% and risperidone group was 12.5% . There was no difference between two groups in dropout
rate (y* =0.287 P >0.05). After 6 weeks of treatment the effective rate of amisulpride group and risperidone group were 92. 9%
and 89.3% respectively (y* =0. 186 P >0.05) the markedly effective rate were 67.9% and 67.9% there was no significant
difference between two groups ( )(2 =0.179 P >0.05). Comparing with the baseline the total score of PANSS at the 1™ weekend was
lower in amisulpride group ( P <0.05) while the significant difference appeared at the 2" weekend in the risperidone group. There
was no significant difference in the incidence of side effects between the amisulpride group and risperidone group( 50.0% vs. 57.1%
X =0.462 P >0.05). Conclusion The efficacy and safety between amisulpride and risperidone in the treatment of elderly
schizophrenia are similar but amisulpride takes effect faster than risperidone does.
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