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[ Abstract)
provide references for developing treatment plans for patients with different course. Methods This study was carried out in the
Affiliated Brain Hospital of Guangzhou Medical University from March 2013 to December 2016. 76 health controls and 291 stable

Objective  To investigate the cognitive function performance in different stages of schizophrenia, in order to

schizophrenia patients who were diagnosed with Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, fourth edition( DSM - IV) were
recruited. They were divided into three groups (less than 5 years, 5 ~ 10 years and more than 10 years) according to duration of
disease. The Positive and Negative Syndrome Scale (PANSS) was used to assess symptom of all patients. MATRICS Consensus Cognitive
Battery ( MCCB) was used to assess the cognitive function of patients and health controls. Results There was no significant difference
in scores of positive symptoms, negative symptoms and the general symptoms among different groups of patients (P >0.05). There was
a significant difference between all patient groups and health controls in MCCB scores ( F = 8. 985 ~ 56. 178, P <0.01). Group
comparison analyses revealed that performance in speed of processing, working memory, verbal learning in health controls were
significantly higher than schizophrenia patients( P <0.05), while there was no significant difference in groups of patients(£ >0.05).
Group comparison analyses revealed a significant difference in the scores of attention/vigilance, visual learning, reasoning and problem
solving and social cognition: health controls > less than 5 — year course > more than 5 — year course( P <0.05). Conclusion Cognitive
function is worse in stable schizophrenic patients with long course { more than 5 years) of schizophrenia than those who are at short
course { less than 5 years).
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